
  

Long-term Drought Status:  
April — June 2013 

A very dry spring that followed a dry winter resulted 
in worsening of the long-term drought status, particu-
larly in northern and western Arizona. The winter 
storms that typically pass through the northern half of 
the state were pushed further north into Utah and 
Colorado, leaving much of Arizona with warmer than 
normal temperatures and dry conditions. The dry 
winter and spring exacerbated the wildfire situation. 

A wet monsoon (June 15—September 30) will help 
reduce the moisture deficit in many watersheds. 
Summer rainfall provides the majority of precipitation 
for southern Arizona and almost half the annual pre-
cipitation for central and northern Arizona. The first 
month of the monsoon has been wet in many loca-
tions, particularly along our eastern border.  

Short-term Drought Status: July 2013 

Despite rainfall in July, drought impacts 

worsened in northern Arizona.  Areas of se-

vere (D2) and extreme (D3) drought have expand-

ed, and exceptional drought (D4) was introduced 

into central Navajo and Apache counties. The ex-

tremely dry conditions on the Navajo Nation have 

resulted in loss of livestock as stock ponds and 

watering holes have dried up.   

In central and southeastern Arizona, areas of 

drought have been reduced. Southeastern Arizo-

na has seen numerous rainfall records broken, 

though rainfall totals have been quite localized.   

Despite the increased drought in northern Arizona, 

flash flooding has been common around the state, 

with the most recent flooding through Supai village in Havasu Canyon.  
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